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Diocese of Northampton
   ADMISSIONS  POLICY  and  CRITERIA

Holy Family Catholic School is a Voluntary Aided school in the trusteeship of the Diocese of Northampton. The school is conducted, by its Governing Body, as part of the Catholic Church in accordance with its Trust Deed and Instrument of Government and seeks at all times to be a witness to Jesus Christ. The school exists primarily to serve the Catholic community, mindful always of the deprived and marginalised. The Governing Body welcomes applications, subject to the availability of places, from those of other denominations and faiths who support the religious ethos of the school. The Governing Body exercises its responsibility for admission by setting up an Admissions Committee which reports to the Governors at their meetings.

The Governors intend to admit into the Reception Year, in September 2010, 60 pupils without reference to ability or aptitude. Children born between 1 September 2005 and 31 August 2006 (inclusive) will be admitted in September 2010. 

Children with a statement of special educational needs whose application has named Holy Family Catholic School will be admitted in accordance with the regulations and the policy of the Local Authority. (It should be noted that in such cases the Admissions Authority is the Local Authority).
Thereafter, in reaching a decision concerning a child’s admission to the school, the Governors will bear in mind that the school is a Catholic School and (always mindful of exceptional circumstances supported with appropriate evidence or reports in a particular application) a child admitted should be a baptised  Catholic, as prioritised in C below:-

A

Catholic Looked After children in the care of a Local Authority 2 

B

Baptised Catholic children whose parent(s)/carers attend Mass in the Catholic 
Parishes of Holy Family, Langley and St Augustine’s, Datchet and whose
application listed Holy Family Catholic School on the Local Authority’s Common
Application Form and is supported by their Parish Priest’s completion of our Form B.
C

Non-Catholic Looked After children in the care of a Local Authority2 
Any remaining places will be offered in the order stated, using the following criteria: -

1.
Children who have a sibling who will be on the school roll at the time of proposed admission 3  .               
2.
Baptised Catholic children of parent(s)/carers who attend Mass at other Catholic parishes. A Letter of Support from the Parish Priest  will be required, confirming Mass attendance.   

3.
Children who are baptised/dedicated members of other Christian churches as recognised by the Churches Together in England 4. Evidence of Baptism/Dedication and a Letter of  Support provided by a Minister where the family worship, will be required.       

4.
Children of other world faiths whose parent(s)/carers are seeking a Christian environment for their children’s education.
 5.    All other applicants.
In the event of applicants in any of the above categories being equal in all other respects, the Governing Body will make a ‘tie-breaker’ decision based on whichever applicant lives closest to the school, by means of the same measurement process as that employed by the Local Authority. 

The Admissions Committee will adhere strictly to the stated criteria when allocating places which will be equally but independently applicable to both Nursery and School applicants.

· Pupils will be admitted into Nursery in the academic year of their 4th birthday and into the Reception Year in the academic year of their 5th birthday.
· The number of school places available is 60 and 52 full time equivalent in Nursery. The Governing Body may extend this number to a maximum of 64 in KS2 classes only.

· Applications for children due to start in Year Reception/Nursery in a given Autumn Term must be received by 1st January of the previous academic year, after which they will be deemed late. Applications for Year Reception must be submitted via the school’s own application Form A, supporting Form B and the Local Authority’s Common Application Form. Applications for Nursery are only required to complete the school’s Forms A and B. 
· Application Forms A and B are available, on request, from Holy Family Catholic School. Parents are asked to contact the Admissions Committee to establish the exact date for submission of their Form B.
· Late/in year applications will only be considered after those received by the due time, subject to place availability and the standard admissions criteria.

· A child’s name may be placed on a Waiting List on written parental request. In the case of any new place availability, all names so held will be considered equally and places offered to those who fulfil our admissions criteria most closely.

· Parents/Carers have a right of appeal against non-admission to statutory schooling, heard by an independent panel. In any such cases these must be submitted, in writing, within fifteen working days of receipt of confirmation of non-admission. The main purpose of an appeal is to establish that correct procedures have been followed.

· The school will comply with all relevant requirements and agree any changes in its admissions arrangements with the Secretary of State for Education. [image: image2.png]



NOTES

1. All references to the word ‘Catholic’ shall be defined as baptised in accordance with the rites of the Catholic Church or enrolled in a  baptismal programme. A Catholic Baptism Certificate or evidence that the child will be baptised Catholic, will be required.
2.This includes, firstly, any Catholic then any child/young person who is subject to a full Care Order, an interim Care Order, accommodated under Section 20 of the Children Act 1989 or is remanded or detained into Local Authority accommodation under Criminal Law.

      3. Siblings are considered to be those children who live at the same address and either: -

a) have one or both natural parents in common

b) or are related by a parent’s marriage
c) or are adopted or fostered
      4. Churches Together in England: -

Antiochian Orthodox Church, The Baptist Union of Great Britain, Cherubim and Seraphim Council of Churches, Church of England,  Church of God of Prophecy, Church of Scotland (in England), Congregational Federation, Coptic Orthodox Church,  Council of African and Caribbean Churches UK, Council of Oriental Orthodox Christian Churches, Ichthus Christian Fellowship , Independent Methodist Churches, International Ministerial Council of Great Britain, Joint Council for Anglo-Caribbean Churches, Lutheran Council of Great Britain, Moravian Church, New Testament Assembly, New Testament Church of God, Oecumenical Patriarchate, Religious Society of Friends, Roman Catholic Church, Russian Orthodox Church, Salvation Army, Seventh Day Adventist Church, Transatlantic Pacific Alliance of Churches, United Reform Church, Wesleyan Holiness Church.
      5.  The Local Authority ‘Home School Transport Policy’ details current legislation and provision for primary school age children.
6. Should the Governing Body make a place allocation inadvertently, on the basis of intentionally misleading or fraudulent          

    information, that place will be withdrawn.
During the academic year 2008/2009, an initial 146 applications were received for school entry in September 2009.
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